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 Jack Fritscher was born in southern Illinois, in Jack-
sonville, raised in central Illinois in Peoria, graduated from 
Loyola University in Chicago, and served as a tenured 
associate professor at Western Michigan Universi ty where 
he taught American literature, creative writing, and film 
history. As faculty advisor in the 1960s, he helped pioneer 
and establish women’s studies in literature and cinema 
disciplines. He also taught at Loyola Universi ty and at 
Kalamazoo College, and frequently traveled as guest-
lecturer in several university series that included Bella 
Abzug and Adelle Davis. He has appeared on Oprah and 
with Camille Paglia on a Channel 4 London television 
documentary special on gender, and has been extensively 
quoted in her pub lished essays. 
 His stories, poems, and articles have appeared in 
more than thirty national and interna tion al maga zines 
and journals. He has written public-service documents 
specifically exploring women’s issues in associa tion with 
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Francisco. He also wrote the first Senior-Citizen and 
Physically-Challenged Guide for the San Francisco Munici-
pal Railway. He is the author of four  collec tions of short 
stories, five books of nonfic tion, two produced plays, two 
screen plays featuring female protagonists, and two nov-
els—including the best-selling and critically ac claimed 
novel, Some Dance to Remem ber. He has been awarded a 
National Endowment for the Humani ties Grant (NEH), 
and a State of Michigan grant to the arts. 
 He lives in the San Francisco Bay Area and is descended, 
through his mother, Virginia Day Fritscher, from women 
whose ethnic Irish birth names are Mary Pearl Lawler, 
Mary Lynch, Honora Anastasia McDonough, and 
through his father, George Fritscher, from women whose 
ethnic Austrian birth names are Amelia Haberman, The-
resa Hruby, and Victoria Etzler. 
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 Telling her story at the end of the 20th century, Laydia 
Spain O’Hara, untangles the past of fourteen characters’ 
lives tied together in a small southern Illinois town from 
the mid-1950s of Elvis through the mid-1960s post-JFK. 
Her comic tale of faces unmasking—and conflicts resolv-
ing—is a human journey about coming of age and invent-
ing one’s self, despite all gossip, while keeping the torch of 
true love burning. In a triangle with her two best friends, 
Jessarose and Mizz Lulabelle, Laydia Spain outwits con-
vention, opens her own boarding house, and discovers a 
solidarity in new ideas of family, home, and the human 
heart that mirror the vast social changes sweeping Ameri-
can culture during the mid-century. 
 In the tradition of spunky small-town girls whose ver-
nacular descends from Huck Finn, Laydia Spain dares to 
take on her own father, Big Jim O’Hara, the postman 
and accordion champ who named her Laydia Spain; 
Mister Henry Apple, the prescription-eating pharmacist 
who marries the bleach-blond Mizz Lulabelle; and Mis-
ter Wilmer Fox, the red-headed traveling salesman whose 
revolving returns to the little town of Canterberry always 
upset everyone’s plans to live happily ever after. 
 Ultimately, the dark-skinned cinnamon girl, Jessarose, 
who takes off on the road to fame and fortune as a road-
house blues singer, defines the direction of love, because, 
while “the human face is a limitless terrain that just pulls 
you right in....the geography of women is where nature 
itself takes course homeward bound, the long route or the 
short, the high road or the low.”
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